FREEDOM

The province of Koko Nor was created in 1929, from parts
of Tibet and Kansu, to appease the incessant claims of the
Tungans to be masters in their own house. At the same time
orders were issued for all Mahometan troops to withdraw
from the Amdo region of Tibet, where they were detested.*
But how are these disciples of Allah going to deal with
Occidental methods of waging "modern" war which are
utterly contrary to their traditions? A Tungan Army Corps
which,under the command of Ma Chung-Ying, had conquered
Chinese Turkestan, was recently put to flight by a few gas
bombs dropped from the air.f

One could not help wondering about the Tibetans away to
the south, whose attitude is quite different. They shut
themselves up in their mystical Buddhism and only allow the
twentieth century to penetrate drop by drop, so as to be
assimilated gradually. On the other hand, Siberia in the
north, under the lash of the second Five Years Plan, is being
mechanized. What, exposed between the two influences, and
still Moslem, is Central Asia going to do? Will it revolt
against the priests or against the agents of Russian manu-
factured goods through whom its own artisan class is
disappearing? Serving alternately as a Chinese frontier
against the hordes of the Occident and as a buffer for Russia
against the growing imperialism of Japan, is it possible for it
to become independent and remain true to itself? Will some
Ma emerge as tie Ibn Saud of the Koko Nor? And where is
Ma Chung-Ying hiding? And what are his plans? Nobody
knows.

The valley opened out, the fields became continuous, and,
behind a curtain of young poplars, Sining stood, smiling;
* See note, p. 301.
f A moral defeat resembling that of the Abyssinians, who are as brave
as the Tungans.
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